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|| THEVOTES |
ARE IN!

TOP 125
GOLF
RESORTS

TEEING UP WITH a gentle wind
at your back, sinking a putt from 25
feet, collapsing into a leather chair
after 18 well-played holes. That’s
what golfing memories are made of,
and that’s what you can anticipate
at the top golf resorts in the United
States and beyond as chosen by
thousands of readers of Condé Nast
Traveler in our fifteenth golf poll.
Stretching from Scottsdale to
St. Andrews, the properties on the
following pages marry outstanding
golf with fantastic
lodging, dining, and
service. For the
avid—or casual—
golfer, that’s a match
made in heaven »

“If you wish

character,
do not
play golf”

-Percy Boomer,
celebrated golf teacher

(o hide your ‘ '
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Y
Top 10 Arizona Golf Resorts (] =0 $
(Bl The Phoenician, Scottsdale 1938893896 854 :902:905:90.2 $$
MORE BANG FOR PRl Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at Troon North 857 : 936 : 921 : 874 : 824 : 903 : 8858 | $$
YOURBUCK : : : : : : : :
. LI Boulders Resort & Golden Door Spa, Carefree :956: 865 :884:81.4:857:889:888: $
Of the Top 10 Arizona i ? 3 ? g g e :
Golf Resorts (and the Top 10 W Legacy Golf Resort, Phoenix 89.3 98.3 88.5 73.8 710 90.2 90.2; $
Western U.S. Golf Resorts), FB JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, Phoenix 1902897 :889:806:785:883:875: $
7 rcent have room H H H H i i i i
fc?rpr:sg(teh:a na$365§ ?rh: [l Fairmont Scottsdale Princess 94.3 89.8 88.9 78.6 81.6 85.6 85.1 $
upshot: You’ll have more YAl JW Marriott Starr Pass Resort & Spa, Tucson 90.8 89.3 87.4 80.2 78.2 85.9 86.2 $
money to spend on another [l Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, Tucson :1835:864:855:790:855:842:829: $
round and can finally per- . i i i i i i i i
fect that approach shot. Il Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, Scottsdale : 91.9 85.6 81.8 75.5 83.7 85.0 85.7 $
{0l Hyatt Regency Scottsdale Resort and Spa at Gainey Ranch : §811 :830:843:77.2 836 875 :849: $$
] L]
Top 15 California Golf Resorts [ S O00 3¢ $
u Resort at Pelican Hill, Newport Coast {96.6: 100 : 100 : 974 : 957 : 931 : 96.6 : 96.6 : 96.5 | $$$
B} 11 at spanish Bay, Pebble Beach 1947964 942 956 937 929} 976 ; 936 ; 94.0 ; $$$
WEST COAST WONDER BN vodge at Pebble Beach 9311982982 909 911901991 929 891 $$9
A newcomer to the list, the BN ritz-cariton, Laguna Niguel, Dana Point 1931 857 | 857 | 954 :96.4; 922 ; 955 ; 923 : 874 ; $$
Resortat Pelican Hill is Bl st Resis Resort, Monarch Beach, Dana Point 89.9 804 : 78.3 : 95.8 : 88.8 ; 87.2 ; 89.0 ; 927 : 890 : $$
the only California property n devall K : : : : : : : : : :
to get perfect scores for CordeValle, San Martin [89.0 100 867 100 939 818 727 939 879 . $
Course Design & Access BN Ritz-cariton, Half Moon Bay [89.0 803 821 912 897 848 912 905 882 $$%
and Golf Staff & Services. B} rark Hyatt Aviara, Carlsbad 1880 100 940 927 940 857 780 858 861 $§
_ Theonly other resort B Lodge at Torrey Pines, La Jolla {86.5: 936 81.8 : 875 : 875 : 84.0: 913 : 872 : 810 | $$
with two perfect scores is EBY BacaraResort & Spa, Santa Barbara 1852786 786 912 i 834 823 833 ; 878 : 843 $$
CordeValle, with 100s for . . : : : : : : : : : :
Course Design & Bl pesert springs JW Marriott Resort & Spa, Palm Desert 18391907 917 835 798 754 856 858 893 $
Access and Rooms. Bl oiai valley Inn & spa 1839892 008 843 863 794 835 818 850 . $
B} westin Mission Hills Resort & Villas, Rancho Mirage 82,6 931 930 :889: 815 : 705 814 : 836829 $
B miramonte Resort & Spa, Indian Wells 180.8 895100 : 796 : 819 i 741 : 870 : 797 : 787 i $
B3 Hyatt Grand Champions Resort, Villas & Spa, Indian Wells ~ : 80.1: 906 : 906 ; 80.2 778 - 66.0  86.4 : 807 : 849 $

Rates are for the least-expensive double during peak golf season: $=$349 and under; $$ = $350-$499; $$$ = $500 or more.
Overall average [@ Course Design & Access [ Golf Staff & Services @ Rooms [1Service [) Food/Dining (& Location

&3 Overall Design # Activities/Facilities $ Double Room

GREAT GOLF
GALORE

@ If there’s a dominant
theme this year, it's
that there’s more
excellent golf than
ever. Of the 125 resorts
in these rankings, 23
get perfect scores for
Course Design &
Access, and 15 get
perfect 100s for Golf
Staff & Services.
Nirvana can be found
at the 10 resorts that
achieve perfection for
both—6 in the United
States (California,
Colorado, Florida,
South Carolina, Texas,
and Vermont),

3in Mexico, and one
in Costa Rica.
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“@Ohat other

people

may findin

poetry or art

museums,

Ifindin the
ightofa

good drive”

-Arnold Palmer,
winner of seven major
championships
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WHATEVER THE WEATHER " "YlorMade
@ Fall in love with a property so much that you want
to go back at a different time of year to experience it
in a whole new way? The following golf resorts all
ranked in our annual list of North America’s top ski
resorts (December 2010; or go to cntraveler.com/
listspolls), so you're guaranteed sensational swing-
ing in summer and sublime schussing in winter:
Equinox Golf Resort & Spa, Manchester, Vermont
e Fairmont Banff Springs, Alberta

e Fairmont Chateau Whistler, British Columbia

L ]

L]

TOOLS | TAYLORMADE

reanr | 9399

Four Seasons Resort, Whistler, British Columbia JOIN THE CLUB

Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort and Spa, TaylorMade’s R11 customizable driver might look like something out of a

Colorado William Gibson novel, but its features are firmly grounded in science, not fic-
e Ritz-Carlton, Bachelor Gulch, Colorado tion. The components—from the face angle, to the loft, to the club head'’s

e Stowe Mountain Lodge, Vermont weight—can be adjusted to suit your playing style. The upside: Wlth the Furn

of awrench, you can adapt your game through 18 holes by altering the pitch,
® Sun Valley Lodge, Idaho trajectory, and power produced by the club. The downside: Bad golfers can
® Westin Riverfront Resort & Spa, Avon, Colorado no longer blame their driver for slices and hooks (taylormadegolf.com).

Top 20 Florida Golf Resorts

LaPlaya Beach & Golf Resort, Naples

*VIE
1928 :880: $$
‘o5 913
“o11 882 8%
937 896 ' $$$
904 893 $$$
‘861859 $
‘001857 $%
{840 817 | $
‘889 870 $
1907 885 $%
‘905 820 $
{879 806 $
824 845 $
D877 873 8%
1790 852 $%
{856 856 $
848868 $%%
‘868 888 | $%8

Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples

Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island

The Breakers, Palm Beach

Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort & Spa, Lake Buena Vista
Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, Ponte Vedra Beach

Marco Island Marriott Beach Resort, Golf Club & Spa
Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota

ATALEOFTWO
BRANDS

Ritz-Carlton and Disney
claim 9 of the Top 20 Florida
Golf Resorts, led by the
Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort,

in Naples, and Disney’s
Grand Floridian Resort &
Spa, in Lake Buena Vista.

Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes

Disney'’s Wilderness Lodge, Lake Buena Vista
Biltmore Hotel, Coral Gables

Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress, Orlando

Hilton Sandestin Beach Golf Resort & Spa, Destin
Disney'’s BoardWalk Inn, Lake Buena Vista
Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort, Destin

JW Marriott Orlando Grande Lakes

Disney'’s Polynesian Resort, Lake Buena Vista

Disney'’s Beach Club Resort, Lake Buena Vista

Fairmont Turnberry Isle, Aventura 1827 815 $
Gasparilla Inn & Club, Boca Grande 787 1909 $%$
Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate 83.8 82.2 $

Top 15 Hawaii Golf Resorts $
:969: 941 :964: 941 :969:939:949  $$
953962 940 917 949 934 943 $$$
1100 952 | 952 | 849 ' 960 94.4° 944 $%
1926974 935 909 870 935 880 $

937 884 887 836 964 935 934 $$
964 855 881 884 935 900 809 $

{927 928 902 817 (939 924 845 $%
1800 901 | 840 808 958 909 926 $$
902 878 887 824 949 887 874 $%
852 917 (889 833 855 942 896 $%
951868 905 884 841 865:862 $$$
1909 838 860 828 940 885 873 $$
957 847 879 740 929 863 806
922 80.9 78.3 72.8 89.0 852 88.4
883 : 814 ; 816 724 | 90.3 : 850 : 853 :

Four Seasons Resort Maui at Wailea

Four Seasons Resort Hualalai, Big Island

Four Seasons Resort Lanai at Manele Bay

Four Seasons Resort Lanai, The Lodge at Koele

Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa
ASTATEFORALL

SEASONS

Four Seasons cleans up
in the Aloha State, where
its properties secure the
top four Hawaiian spots,
with highest honors
going to the Four Seasons
Resort Maui at Wailea.

Fairmont Orchid, Big Island

Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui

Grand Wailea, Maui

Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows, Big Island
JW Marriott lhilani Resort & Spa, Oahu
Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua, Maui

Hyatt Regency Maui Resort & Spa

Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, Big Island

Hilton Waikoloa Village, Big Island

©» o o

Kaua'i Marriott Resort

Rates are for the least-expensive double during peak golf season: $=$349 and under; $$=$350-$499; $$$ = $500 or more.
Overall average [ Course Design & Access & Golf Staff & Services @ Rooms [ Service [ Food/Dining & Location
&3 Overall Design Activities/Facilities $ Double Room
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“Theu call it Top 10 Northern U.S. Golf Resorts E® $

gol because - Stowe Mountain Lodge, Vt. ©94.0: 100 : 100 : 947 : 912 :90.2: 947 : 930 :96.4: $

West Baden Springs Hotel, Ind. : 8.l i 857 :926:902: 851 :780:954: 913 $

au the Other ©951 8919331001 771 | 876 875 $%

four letter 917 i 7491882 801947 912 | 880 $5%
words were Grand View Lodge, Nisswa, Minn.

i 857 :854:843:764:933: 876 839 $$
‘923847 862 724 808 797 i860 $%
taken” [l The Sagamore, Lake George, N.Y. ‘ : : : : : : :
Equinox Golf Resort & Spa, Manchester, Vt.
-Raymond Floyd,

18421784 813806924854 814! $
king of the chip shot

American Club, Kohler, Wis.
Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, Mich.
Inn at Bay Harbor, Mich.

800 : 788 :832 762 881 :833:803: $
£900:720:849:798 839828739 $$
905 : 667 : 821 : 821 : 837 : 746 : 825 $$

Otesaga Resort Hotel, Cooperstown, N.Y.

Balsams Grand Resort Hotel, Dixville Notch, N.H.

GREEN GREENS Top 10 Western U.S. Golf Resorts $
R Tthge(;\les;mbRI;Ierfr(t):t - Westin Riverfront Resort & Spa, Avon, Colo. 96.9 100 100 98.5 95.2 94.7 97.6 979 : $
esort & Spa debuts on the } ‘ : : : : : : : :
poll with the top score in B} he Broadmoor, Colorado Springs, Colo. 1926952 927 940 : 937 | 809 921 : 937 .88
every category among Bl Wynn Las vegas, Nev. {913 848 038 950 887 916 877 938 $
Western U.S. Golf Resorts. Bl Beliagio, Las Vegas, Nev. 9091957 917 i 921 838 911 953 928 $
Opened two years ago, this B ritz-cariton, Bachelor Guich, Avon, Colo. 1897 921 i 868 : 919 | 89.4 : 832 | 910 | 916 $$
S"Vert'-EED‘Cetrt'f'gg B Park Hyatt Beaver Creek Resort and Spa, Colo. 85.7 909 100 826 : 825 : 749 : 951 : 875 $
roperty generates : : : : ; ; ; ;
ercsnt gf?ts Slootrioity BB coeur dlene Resort, Idaho 1853960 980 84.2 | 826 : 78.8 | 925 : 836 $
from renewable sources. Bl Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort & Spa, Santa Ana Pueblo, N.M. 1848 882 882 899 860 788 788 879 $
BN sun valley Lodge, Idaho 182.6:90.9  90.9 : 765 : 82.6 : 75.5 ; 89.9 | 83.0 $
IBY Bandon bunes Golf Resort, Bandon, Ore. 0817972903 770 | 752 707 ; 780 ; 810 . 908 ; $$

PRO GOLF

Get a head start on the pro-
fessionals and see what Top 20 Southern U.S. Golf Resorts
hazards they’ll face at the
Sanctuary at Kiawah

Island Golf Resort’s Ocean
Course—it will host the 2012
PGA Championship.

Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort, S.C. {956 :98.0: 957 : 92.3:96.2:96.2: 956 : $$
: 937925 888846906 892 $%
9511904 8161885 913 1009 $%
950880 796 ;858 930 894 $%
1894919 844784 899918 §
868906 877 i 822 894 904 $%
©866 890 861 | 629890 957 $
917 868 806 895 842 853 $
897835 808883 887:843 §
845826 807926 861 865 $%
857887 810862865 828 $%
848848 734786 889912 §
862 8.5 794892846 833 $%
8731750 746 904849 871 . $%
7871854 796822 861 . 871 . $%
863 851 827 714 850 878 §
1773 1842 819 ;895 852 838
826827 756773 831:863: $
17931841 8181830782 783 $%
6438391754 814 806897 | $%

Barnsley Gardens Resort, Adairsville, Ga.

The Cloister, Sea Island, Ga.

Inn at Palmetto Bluff, Bluffton, S.C.

Ritz-Carlton Lodge, Reynolds Plantation, Greensboro, Ga.

GROUNDS WORK —
Pinehurst Resort has a
staggering eight 18-hole
courses. Maintaining
them in playing condition
is no small feat: More
than 200 employees
tend the 800 acres of
grounds, watered by
8,000 sprinkler heads;
more than 200,000
pounds of seed are added
in the fall to keep the
fairways green in winter;
and 5,000 tons of
sand are needed
annually for upkeep
of the sand traps.

The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, WVa.
Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club, Durham, N.C.
Inn at Harbour Town, Hilton Head Island, S.C.

Beau Rivage Resort & Casino, Biloxi, Miss.

g Inn and Colonial H Va. :
Grand Hotel Marriott Resort, Golf Club & Spa, Point Clear, Ala.i

Hyatt Regency Hill Country Resort & Spa, San Antonio, Tex. 84.
Lodge at Sea Island Golf Club, St. Simons Island, Ga. :
Wild Dunes, Isle of Palms, S.C.

The Homestead, Hot Springs, Va.

Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas at Las Colinas, Tex.

©

Grove Park Inn Resort & Spa, Asheville, N.C.
Barton Creek Resort & Spa, Austin, Tex. 82.

Tides Inn, Irvington, Va. 81.

Pinehurst Resort, N.C.

Rates are for the least-expensive double during peak golf season: $=$349 and under; $$ = $350-$499; $$$ = $500 or more.
£3 Overall average [ Course Design & Access [ Golf Staff & Services & Rooms [ Service [JFood/Dining (@ Location
&3 Overall Design ® Activities/Facilities $ Double Room

SURE FOOTING

Rolled out in three different color
schemes (the yellow-gray combo is
shown here), Puma'’s Golf Cat Women'’s
NM combines spectacular form with
sterling function. The brogue detailing
on the toe is a modest contrast to the
fun track-star hues, while the rubber-spiked sole and
water-resistant full-grain leather upper promise trac-
tion and comfort in all conditions. If only your tee
shots were this pretty (puma.com).

METHODOLOGY Condé Nast Traveler’s 2011 Golf Poll results were derived from our 2010 Readers’ Choice Survey, whose questionnaire was available through a
secure Web site. Tabulation of the 25,916 responses was done by Global Market Insite, Inc., of Boston. Golf resorts were rated excellent, very good,
good, fair, or poor on eight criteria: Course Design & Access, Golf Staff & Services, Rooms, Service, Food/Dining, Location, Overall Design, and
Activities/Facilities. Criterion scores, which represent the percentage of respondents who rated a golf resort excellent or very good, were
averaged to determine the overall score. Only resorts that received a required minimum number of responses were included in these rankings.

STILL LIFE BY JENS MORTENSEN
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WHAT ELSE HAVE YOU
GOT BESIDES GOLF~

@ Our readers rated the resorts on these
pages for their world-class golf, but most
offer other diversions. A sampler of the other
activities you can expect:
e Coconut weaving and salt making at the
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa, Hawaii
e Cooking classes at the One&Only
Palmilla, Los Cabos, Mexico
¢ Dogsledding at Stowe Mountain Lodge,

Vermont
¢ Falconry at Adare Manor, County Limerick,
Ireland
e |ce fishing at the Fairmont Banff Springs,
TOOLS L?ﬂrgzn HUGO BOSS Alberta
of the e Off-roading in a Land Rover at Turnberry
TRADE $60 $145 Resort, Ayrshire, Scotland

¢ Paintballing at The Greenbrier, White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia

SHORT GAME e Salsa lessons at the Four Seasons Resort
Sure, plaid shorts are a bold fashion statement, but Tommy Hilfiger’s Phillip Plaid Short Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo
and Hugo Boss's Hadsony-W are bright enough to turn heads in the clubhouse and yet e Trap shooting at the American Club,

nqt so gar{sh as to disrupt your buddy’s game (although, would that reaIIY be a bad Kohler, Wisconsin
thing?). With a retro look and an updated design—a leaner cut coupled with a relaxed . .

fit promises ease of movement around the course—these 100 percent cotton shorts ¢ Snorkeling at the Ritz-Carlton, Grand
let you look cool and stay cool (Phillip Plaid, Macy’s; Hadsony-W, hugoboss.com). Cayman, Cayman Islands

STILL LIFE BY JENS MORTENSEN
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Resorts in Mexico make
up the lion’s share of inter-
national properties, with
nine of the Top 25 Foreign
Golf Resorts, including
the top scorer—the Rose-
wood Mayakoba.

OVERSEASPOSTING—L Top 25 Foreign Golf Resorts B S00

- Rosewood Mayakoba, Mexico

Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands

{100 (985 : 97.0 : 970 : 939 :
842969 933933 960 |
80.4 i 967 : 95.4 : 90.8 947
1920967 i 954 901 : 928 :
100 | 915 | 930 | 944 901 '
955938 945883 909 |
95.8 | 89.4 | 90.2 | 882 | 947
(8181938 917 {910 : 917
733 : 877 935 :903: 942 :
914891 891804 978
895 | 947 | 933 | 83.8 | 874
846905 ; 891 ; 841 ;938 |
$929: 910 : 866 : 866 : 940 :
852 877 | 906895 : 925 |
94.3 i 80.4  80.4 : 80.4 : 957
925860 890 ;834 926 :
950929 882:800 859"
875943 771 1800 914 | 943} 912 | $$%
933978 : 957 : 783 : 870 : 826 : 769 | $$$
864 788 : 868 858 | 955 : 917 : 88.8 | $$
867 841 869810 :903:905:932 $
100 | 976 | 89.2 | 735 : 855 | 904 | 765 | $§
86.4 | 891 | 867 | 766 | 78.9 | 906 : 84.0 | $$$
100 : 887 : 826 ; 713 ; 84.2 | 861 ; 852 ; $$$

One&Only Palmilla, Los Cabos, Mexico

Esperanza, Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

Four Seasons Resort, Punta Mita, Mexico

Four Seasons Resort Costa Rica at Peninsula Papagayo

Adare Manor Hotel & Golf Resort, County Limerick, Ireland

QUEEN OF SCOTS

The Old Course, in St. An-
drews, Scotland, is widely
regarded as the birthplace
of golf (back in the 1830s its
ten holes weaved through
thorny gorse bushes).

You can spy the famous
course from the Old Course
Hotel, which sits along the
seventeenth fairway.

Las Ventanas al Paraiso, Los Cabos, Mexico
Ashford Castle, County Mayo, Ireland

Old Course Hotel, St. Andrews, Scotland

Four Seasons Resort, Whistler, Canada
One&Only Ocean Club, Paradise Island, Bahamas
Sandy Lane, Barbados

Dromoland Castle, County Clare, Ireland
Turnberry Resort, Ayrshire, Scotland

Fairmont Chateau Whistler, Canada

Fairmont Mayakoba, Riviera Maya, Mexico
Tucker's Point Hotel & Spa, Bermuda

COURSEWITH
AVIEW

Costa Rica’s Paradisus Pla-
ya Conchal, new to the Top
25 Foreign Golf Resorts this
year, is one of four to get
perfect scores for Course

Playacar Palace, Wyndham Grand Resort, Playa del Carmen, Mexico
Fairmont Banff Springs, Alberta, Canada

Mount Juliet, County Kilkenny, Ireland

Marquis Los Cabos, Mexico

Hilton Los Cabos Beach & Golf Resort, Mexico

Paradisus Playa Conchal Resort, Guanacaste, Costa Rica

Design & Access and Golf X : H H H H H H
Staff & Services. Its par-71 Half Moon, Rose Hall, Montego Bay, Jamaica : : {920 833 (838739870 ;862853 $
Robert Trent Jones Il course Rates are for the least-expensive double during peak golf season: $ = $349 and under; $$ = $350-$499; $$$ =$500 or more.
is sandwiched between Overall average [@ Course Design & Access & Golf Staff & Services & Rooms [JService ) Food/Dining (& Location
mountains and the Pacific. &5 Overall Design # Activities/Facilities $ Double Room

CNTRAVELER.COM APRIL 2011 CONDE NAST TRAVELER 65



